Molecular biology of oral cavity squamous cell carcinoma.
Significant advances have been made in understanding the mechanisms that contribute to carcinogenesis in OCSCC. This progress has led to the development of therapeutic strategies that target dysregulated processes in the tumor microenvironment (Fig. 11) [72]. The introduction of angiogenesis inhibitors, growth factor receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitors, and cell cycle regulators into clinical trials for the management of OCSCC has resulted from the great strides made in the understanding of tumor biology. It is important for those caring for patients who have OCSCC to have a firm background in tumor biology, because many future therapies will be based on this complex panorama of cellular physiology.